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4.7  DATA MANAGEMENT

At present, few seismograms generated by local, regional,
or national U.S. networks are archived by the Environmental
Data and Information Service (EDIS) of NOAA.  Only the orig-
inal seismograms from the station operated by the Coast and
Geodetic Survey through 1972 are archived by EDIS.  The
others are kept by the USGS and by universities.  Copies
of seismograms from some other U.S. stations are available
as part of the Worldwide Standardized Seismograph Network
(WWSSN) , International Deployment of Accelerographs (IDA) ,
International Data Exchange (IDE), and Seismic Research
Observatory (SRO) international networks.  Epicenter data
from Berkeley, Cal Tech, the Hawaii Volcano Observatory
(HVO) , the USGS/ Menlo Park, New England, Lament, Alaskan
Geophysical Institute, and Outer Continental Shelf Environ-
mental Assessment Program (OCSEAP) networks are available
as part of the Earthquake Data File and are reasonably cur-
rent.  Phase data are available for few networks publishing
bulletins.

There is a marked growth of interest in seismology re-
lated to local and regional questions such as prediction,
site evaluation, and local and regional tectonics.  The
EDIS services have been geared in the past to serve pri-
marily the need for global data from relatively permanent
observatories.  While the need for these data will continue,
an effective apparatus must be constructed to deal with
domestic data.

A prime EDIS task is to provide data gathered at obser-
vatories to other and future users in raw or processed form.
Because it takes resources to access and store data, an
important consideration is the likelihood that the data
will be wanted by others now or in the future.  It is not
clear what types of observations or data products may be
wanted from local and regional networks because the expan-
sion of these networks is relatively new.  Local networks
tend to be temporary and are designed to answer specific
questions, but in total the volume of their data is sub-
stantial and the formats diverse.  On the other hand, data
from the NDSN may be useful in the long run to a^ larger
number of users of whom many will be concerned with funda-
mental problems.  A careful trade-off of resources must be
worked out.

The acquisition and archiving of data require immediate
resources.  Because the majority of users are in the future,
the practice has been to attempt to have the data collector
pay for the cost of getting the data into the archive. This